The incorporation of trimethoprim into existing selective media using either saponin-lysed blood agar or chocolate agar as the base is suggested for the routine isolation of the gonococcus. The principal advantage over other selective media is the inhibition ofProteus mirabilis and other commensal organisms as a consequence of which multiple swabs can be plated out onto a single selective plate irrespective of source, while the recovery rate of the gonococcus from these specimens is increased. The relative merits of both basic media are briefly discussed.
SYNOPSIS
The incorporation of trimethoprim into existing selective media using either saponin-lysed blood agar or chocolate agar as the base is suggested for the routine isolation of the gonococcus. The principal advantage over other selective media is the inhibition ofProteus mirabilis and other commensal organisms as a consequence of which multiple swabs can be plated out onto a single selective plate irrespective of source, while the recovery rate of the gonococcus from these specimens is increased. The relative merits of both basic media are briefly discussed.
The isolation of N. gonorrhoeae on selective media is still hampered by their failure to suppress the growth of some commensal organisms, notably Proteus mirabilis, spreading members of which overgrow other organisms and render isolation of the gonococcus impossible. Also, if multiple swabs are inoculated onto a single plate, one colony of this organism will spread and invalidate all results. The incorporation of first ristocetin and polymyxin (Thayer and Martin, 1964) , and, more recently, vancomycin, sodiumcolistimethate, and nystatin (Martin, Billings, Hackney, and Thayer, 1967) into chocolate agar (VCN medium) inhibited many commensal organisms (Wende, Forshner, and Knox, 1964; Wilkinson, 1965) A comparison was made in the first part of the study of the isolation rates of N. gonorrhoeae on plain chocolate agar, the VCN medium and the VCN medium with trimethoprim 3,ug/ml. In the latter medium the vancomycin was increased fronP 3,ug/ml to 5,ug/ml, a previous experiment showing this concentration to be more effective against Gram-positive cocci without reducing the yield of gonococci. A similar study was made in the second part but using saponin-lysed blood agar as the basal medium. Vancomycin was used at a concentration of 3,ug/ml as in the original Thayer and Martin medium, but in the trimethoprimcontaining medium nystatin was replaced by an equivalent amount of pimaricin (20 ,tg/ml) as the nystatin was found to be unstable in the poured media. The chocolate agar was made by adding 5% defibrinated whole horse blood (Oxoid) to 
